CHRISTIANITY: BELIEFS & TEACHINGS

The ‘nature of God’ talks about what God is
like. In Christianity, there is only one God, and

>

> Omnipresent (everywhere) 4 3
»  Omniscient (all knowing) )
»  Omnibenevolent (all loving)

»  Transcendent (outside of this'wor 4.
»  Timeless (exists outside of time)

»  Eternal (lasting forever) >

These beliefs are in the Bible and are part of
God'’s revelation to humans (he revealed the

He is described as being:
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For Christians, God is the creator
of the universe.
The main events in creation are:

The Big Bang is the idea that about 13,700 million years ago a huge

explosion — A Big Bang — sent it all spiraling outwards, eventually

Creation of the

universe

Creation of the earth
Creation of Adam and
Eve (humankind)
Temptation of Adam
and Eve

the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, or you will die.” (Genesis 2: 3)

The fall of humankind

from grace

The Role of the Word and Spirit in

truth of Himself to humanity). God is:

»  The creator of all life: “In the
beginning God created the heavens
and the earth” (Genesis 1:1)

»  Involved with the world in a
mysterious way. Humans are ma
in a special way: “Then God said, Let
us make mankind in our image, i
our likeness...” (Genesis 1 26)

Four important events in Jesus’ life:
»  The Incarnation (God becomes man)

»  The Crucifixion and death of Jesus

»  Resurrection

»  Ascension to heaven
Some Christians believe that Jesus’ life and death is an act of
atonement for the sins of the world and that salvation is
offered to all those who believe this. All of these events are
recorded in the Gospels.
How was Jesus divine? For Christians there are many events
or miracles from the life of Jesus which provide evidence
that he was divine, such as:

1. The miracle of the virgin birth

2 The voice of God at the Baptism of Jesus

3. Jesus’ ability to perform miracles

4 The transfiguration of Jesus, when he was
transformed in front of some of his apostles and
shone with glorious light

5. Theresurrection of Jesus
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1.  God incarnated (God made human)

2. Not conceived through sexual intercourse, but
born to the Virgin Mary through the power of
the Holy Spirit

3. The Son of God: “The Word became flesh and
made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who
came from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

Ascension: After Jesus rose from the dead:
-Jesus appeared to the disciples
-Jesus appeared to other people
-Jesus ascended (rose) to his Father
in heaven
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Some Christians believe that Jesus physically
ascended into heaven. The ascension is important
because it marks the end to the presence of Jesus
on earth in a physical way. Christians believe that
Jesus’ Spirit is now at work in the world.

Creation
John 1:1-5 “In the beginning was
the Word and the Word was with
God”

Christians understand the

s as the ‘Word’ is centrg| to the
hat Jesus is God as %oar

creating the universe as we know it today.

Genesis 2:
“This is now bone of my bones, flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
woman, for she was taken out of man.”(Genesis 2:22-23)

God gave one rule to Adam and Eve:

“You must not touch the fruit of

In Genesis, people have a clear purpose —to have ‘dominion” or powers
over the earth, but this must be exercised through Stewardship on God'’s
behalf. People have a God-given duty to take care of the earth in a

responsible way, looking after both the environment and animals. The

‘evil’ or ‘sin’ that is innate in all human beings is a consequence of The Fall
(when Adam and Eve eat from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil
against God’s will. God sends them from the Garden of Eden and they are

no longer able to eat from the Tree of Life and therefore they are no

Word was with God, and the W
was God” Jesus, or ‘the Wao as
present at the beginning of
creation and that he is God.

At the Last Supper, Jesus is
celebrating the Jewish festival of

Passover with his disciples, but he

gives the meal a new importance.
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The bread represents
Jesus’ body

The wine represents
Jesus’ blood

Jesus predicts his death
on the cross and says
that because of his
sacrifice, the sin of
humans will be
forgiven.

Christians share the
bread and wine in
worship today.
Christians are promised
eternal life in heaven
because of the sacrifice
of the Messiah or
'Chosen One’

For Christians, the
Messiah is Jesus Christ.

The resurrection is essential to the
Christian faith. It is the greatest
miracle recorded in the New

Testament and is evidence that
Jesus was God.

Jesus’ teachings brought him into conflict with the Jewish
authorities, who accused him of blasphemy because he claimed
to be able to forgive sin. His followers believed he was the Messiah,
which led to his arrest and execution as the authorities believed that
Jesus was claiming to be King — this was treason.

The Romans executed people by crucifixion because it ensured that

longer immortal and death enters the world.)

For Christians, this represents the point where God’s perfect relationship
with humans breaks. For some Christians, this is why humans are born
with ‘original sin’. This broken relationship is the reason why it was

necessary for Jesus to die on the cross, as his death paid for human sin
and restored the broken relationship with God.

Crucifixion

criminals died in agony. It was a powerful way to intimidate the
civilians. Jesus was crucified on Good Friday. A crown of thorns was
put on Jesus’ head, to mock him as ‘King of the Jews'.

Jesus suffered like any other human being as he is truly God and truly
human. Jesus participates in the suffering of humanity. This is
important because it shows that God understands human suffering.

Main points of the crucifixion:

Jesus is executed by the Romans

The soldiers mock Jesus and put a crown of thorns on him
He is crucified at a place called Golgotha

Two criminals are crucified with him

Jesus is mocked by people in the crowd

Jesus prays while on the cross

Jesus dies on the cross

A darkness came over the land at

Jesus’ death

VVVVVVYYVYY

Grace and the Spirit

To live a good life, Christians believe that God send the Holy
Spirit to bring grace. Grace is important because:

»  lItisasupernatural gift

»  Christians are able to
pray for help from God

»  Christians are able to
turn away from sin

The gift of grace is recorded in the
Book of Acts, when the Holy Spirit
appears to the disciples after Jesus’
ascension.
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The problem of evil and suffering is a difficult question for people of

faith. For Christians, they attempt to reconcile the existence of a good,

loving God with the existence of evil and suffering.

o

Free Will — people must make their own choices.

Some of our choices cause evil and suffering.

There is a force for evil in the world, sometimes referred to
as the ‘devil’ or ‘Satan’

God shares in our suffering. Some believe that suffering is a
way to participate in the suffering of Jesus.

Suffering is a test

Suffering is the result of sin

How we deal with suffering gives us the opportunity to

become better people — it is strengthening and soul-shaping.

Sin and Salvation
Sin separates humans from God
Jesus’ death atones from human sin
Jesus’ sacrifice means we have a
chance to live with God for eternity
after death
Jesus was a sacrifice that paid for
human sin
Jesus paid the ransom for human sin,
releasing humans from sin and allowing them {00
Jesus paid for our atonement with his life

Sin: A sin is an immoral act that goes against God’s law

Original Sin: Christians believe that they are born with original sin, which
came into the world as a result of The Fall. Adam’s sin has been passed

down through the generations. It is original sin that separates humans

from God. Original sin’ is a useful way to understand how humans are

prone to go against God.
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of humanity for the sins of another

Liberal Christians don’t believe that the events o

The Fall actually happened, but it is a symbolic story to
show Christians what happens if you go against God’s law
Itis hard to explain biologically how original sin is actually
passes on from one generation to the next

Problems with Original Sin: m
It is unfair of God to punish all

How to Christians achieve Salvation?

Roman Catholics believe that by taking part in the Sacraments, they will

be able to achieve salvation and go to heaven. They believe that Baptism

washes them clean of sin. Confession allows for the Christians to be

absolved (freed) of sins committed in life.

Protestants, e.g. Church of England, believe that they must have faith in

Jesus to achieve salvation.

Parable of the rich and poor man

A parable is a short, simple story
which contains a deeper meaning
or message. ¥
Jesus frequently used parables to explain his teachings. The
parable of the rich and poor man has a clear divide between
those who will be rewarded in heaven and those punished in
hell, and the afterlife is only achieved by faith and good
actions, regardless of success or wealth in an earthly life.
(Luke 16: 19-31)

The Old Testament tells us about Job, a wealthy
man who lives with his family and flocks. He is
described by God as ‘blameless’ and ‘upright’.
Satan argues that Job is only good because God

{ of the Holy Spirit

Sacraments

Christians believe in special ‘rites’ or rituals called
‘Sacraments’, for example baptism and the Eucharist.
During the Sacraments, the Holy Spirit comes down on
the believer

The Holy Spirit is at work in the world today
Evangelical Christians place a large amount of
importance on the Holy Spirit:

has blessed him and predicts that Job will turn »  Worshippers are encouraged to be moved
on God if he is tested. Job’s servants die, his by the Holy Spirit

livestock is killed, his children perish, his wife »  The Holy Spirit is present and influences
leaves him. However, Job blesses God and still their prayers

has faith in w.  God. Job understands his > ‘Faith healing’ can take place within

own faithin ~ 1  the world and thus, Satan evangelical church services, where the Holy
is proved . wrong. Spirit works in miraculous ways to heal

n

people — spiritual or physical healing

The Holy Trinity
The three persons of God: God the Father, God the Son, God

the Holy Spirit. Christians are often blessed in church

services by a minister
with reference to this belief, e.g. “In the name

) ) - = ) of the father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”
This contains the most important Christian beliefs about God the Father /

God. It is recited in church or at solemn occasions, such , i
) e ) ) Jesus taught to refer to God as ‘God the __w/
as a baptism. All Christians sign up to the beliefs stated A

in the creed, even |fthe are not Roman Cathohc Father'. This refer.s to God as the 74
all-powerful (omnipotent) and "
[

all-knowing (omniscient) part of God. "
Jesus Christ

By

The Apostles’ Creed
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Father \\"

Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God. For Christians,
Jesus is God. This belief is known as the incarnation.

God the Holy Spirit
After Jesus’ ascension, God sent the Holy Spirit into the

The most important beliefs are:

God is an all-powerful creator

world to guide Christians to live in the best way possible. The
2. Jesus was born of Mary by the power

Holy Spirit is able to:

3. Jesus was crucified, buried and rose »  Give comfort, courage, inspiration and guidance

from the dead and ascended to heaven. »  Help people to believe in Jesus and strengthen
4. There will be a day of judgment their faith
5. There is one holy and universal Church »  Help to understand and interpret the Bible/the
6.  God will forgive our sins Word of God
7. There will be a resurrection of the body and > Intervene in the world in a miraculous way, e.g.

an eternal afterlife

in special church services

- ey,
a om/d:a‘th, judgment, heaven
| nom{as the ‘last things’. Christians believe:
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Eschatology
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s preparation for an afterlife to be with God in heaven N
1 icene Creed: “We look for the resurrection of the dead and

,’ e of the world to come”

Jesus’ death and resurrection provides them with evidence that

eath is not the end. Jesus was resurrected: so will they be

hefhysical body dies and the immortal souldives on

he cross is symbolic of death and resurrec ile]al¥

In John’s Gospel, Jesus raises Lazarus from

The way to heaven is through faith in Jes

There will be a Judgment Day where pJeJllRWlINIIMdsed by the quality of their lives

Jesus will separate the people who gojtelaEEN=laRigelas those who go to hell, like a s"e

the sheep from the goats (Matthew 2 JRNEZIS)]

The spiritual part of a person, their sqUlfeJistY€lelel tMgleaven at death. However, Christie

that at the end of time there will alsolJJSERYAIE (S rrection. This means that p opl

back to life with physical bodies — justEHIIESVAEEN

his belief is stated in the creeds. At t %ends ejiidlar =H%a trumpet will sound and the

is signifies the victory over death — 2en'swallowed up in victory.” ]

ians believe that hell is a place of sufferiff:#eInls believe that it is a physical place
ers believe it exists in a more spiritual difgglgBfe,n. Most Christians think that the
te separation from God as he is not JgE3adn hell. To be in hell is not tti
¢ |
Traditiona
Heaven is a pla
Hell is a place whe
Heaven and hell are a d
Roman Catholics believe i
entering heaven .
On Judgment Day, all those who are in purgatory go to heaven
It is important to pray for the souls of the dead and those in purgatory

t|

‘below’ or undergroun(elelalelycaven is in the sky
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CHRISTIANITY:KEY CONCEPTS & QUOTES

Omnibenevolent

The state of being all-loving
and infinitely good — a
characteristic often
attributed to God

“The body is sown
perishable, raised
imperishable... it is sown a
natural body, it is raised a
spiritual body”

Evangelism

Preaching the gospel to
others with the intention of
converting others to the
Christian faith

“Created in God’simage”

“He left them and was
faken up to heaven”

Omnipotent

The all-powerful, almighty
and unlimited nature of God

“Iam with you always”

“In the beginning was the

Word and the Word was

with God, and the Word
was God”

Trinity

The three persons of God:
God the Father, God the Son
and Holy Spirit

“No one can enter the
Kingdom unless they are
born of water and the
Spirit. Flesh gives birth to
flesh, but the Spirit gives
birth to spirit”

Sacraments

An outward sign of an
mward blessing by God. For
example, Baptism or the
Eucharist

“(Death has been)
swallowed up in victory”

“In the beginning God
created the heavens and
the earth”

Incarnation

God becoming human in the
form of Jesus

“I am the way, the truth
and the life. No one comes
fo the father except
through me”

Atonement

The belief that Jesus’ death
on the cross healed the rift
between humans and God

“Take and eat: thisis my
body... Drink from it, all of
you. This is my blood of the
covenant, which is poured

out for many for the
forgiveness of sins”

Resurrection

The belief that Jesus rose
from the dead on Easter
Sunday, conquering death



