Psalm 23:
‘The Lord is my shepherd’, is often read
at funerals. It says that even when | am
‘in the valley of the shadow of death’,
God is still by my side. This means that
we are not forgotten by God; he will
comfort those who mourn and
accompany those who have died

A Christian funeral is
usually held in a church.
The coffin is carried to the
front of the church and a
service is held in honour of the
dead person. Flowers are
displayed, prayers said and

candles lit.

When a person is close to
death, a priest or a minister
is called to say the ‘last rites’.
Prayers are said for the dying
person and they can ask God
for forgiveness of their sins.
The last rites is more
commonly a Roman Catholic
practice, which might involve
the priest giving Holy
Communion.

Roman Catholics may hold
a mass (communion service)
with bread and wine at
a funeral

A person is buried with the words:
“Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.”

“I am the resurrection and the
life.” (John 11:25) This reminds
the congregation that those
who believe in Jesus will be
resurrected, to spend eternity
with God.

Today, many Christians prefer
to be cremated.

The ‘last rites’ are important
because it helps to ease the
dying person into the afterlife,
enabling them to die at peace,
having asked for God’s
forgiveness

The candles represent Jesus as
the ‘light of the world’ because
he guides a path into heavep

Informal, personal
ceremony

A person may choose to be buried
because they believe in a bodily
resurrection to be with God in
heaven

Songs and readings are
considered important to the
person who has died or the

family and friends of the

At a humanist funeral, those

present remember the life of the

person who has died, reflection

on their contribution to the
world and to others.

A person may choose cremation
because the soul goes to heaven, no?
the body, so it is acceptable to crematgq
the body. There is also an
environmental argument for cremation|
if the world is for the
living, why is so
much land taken up
with graves?

The service will be held by a
humanist celebrant.

The service will try to show respect
for the dead person without
suggesting that they are going to a
better place.

A Humanist service may include:
>
»  Non-religious refection on
death

Readings of poetry

Music

They will be remembered for their
special, unique qualities, the life they
led and the achievements they made.
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Reminiscences about the
person (memories)

» Aceulogy (a description of
why they were special)
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Lighting candles
Moments of quiet
reflection
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