
Knowledge work-out: Germany, 1918-39
	What three elements do you discuss in source usefulness questions (in the right order)?
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	How did WWI negatively impact on Germany?
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2
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	Why did the Kaiser abdicate in 1919?


Name three revolts against the Weimar government:

1

2

3
	Weimar constitution

Strengths
1


2


Weaknesses
1


2
	Three terms of the Treaty of Versailles
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2
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	Why did these groups revolt

the Freikorps?

the Spartacists?

the Kapp putschists?
	Three reasons why the Weimar government was unpopular, 1919-23
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	Who were labelled the ‘November criminals’?


Why?


What was the ‘Stab in the Back’ theory?
	Why did these pose a threat to the Weimar government, 1923?

hyperinflation

French invasion of the Ruhr

Munich Putsch

	Provide examples of how Weimar recovered economically, 1924-29
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	Provide examples of how Weimar recovered culturally (art, cinema), 1924-29
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	Who led German economic recovery, 1924-29?

What was the new currency called?

Which loans were provided to Germany?

What was the negative aspect to the loans?


	Provide examples of agreements signed with other countries, 1924-29
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	Three ways life improved for ordinary Germans, 1924-29
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2
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	How did life for women improve in Weimar Germany?
	What did Hitler win during WWI?

What was his job after WWI?

Which political party did he join?


How long did it take Hitler to take control of that party?
	Why did Hitler personally appeal to many Germans?
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	What is the other name for the Nazi Party?

What did it mean?

Name points in the Nazi 25 Point Party Programme

1

2

3

4
	What were the roles of the SA, 1921-33?
	Consequences of the Munich Putsch?

1


2
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	Why was support for the Nazis low, 1924-8?

1

2

3

What was the Bamberg Conference?
	How did Hitler reorganise the NSDAP after release from prison?

1

2

What was Hitler’s book called?

Two of Hitler’s beliefs in it:

1

2
	How high was unemployment by 1932?

What was Bruning’s nickname?

What were Bruning’s disastrous policies for combatting unemployment?
	Why did support for the Nazis improve, 1928-33?

1

2

3

Why did the Communist Party (KPD) see increasing support?

1

2
	What was the ‘Backstairs Intrigue’?


How did it help Hitler come to power?


How did the Great Depression help the Nazis?
	Events that saw the Nazis consolidate power, 1933

1

2

3

4

	Events that saw the Nazis consolidate power, 1934

1

2

3

4

	Why did the SA want a ‘second revolution’?


Who led the SA?

What was the ‘Night of the Long Knives’?
	Whose death allowed Hitler to become Fuhrer?

Which two posts/jobs did Hitler now combine?

What was the Volksgerichtshof?
	What was the army oath of allegiance?


Why did Hitler force soldiers to swear it?

	How did Hitler use these to terrorise Germans?

Concentration camps:

SS:

SD:

Gestapo:

	Name Nazi policies towards religion:

1

2

3
	Who was Goebbels?

What was the Ministry of Propaganda?

What was the name of the only newspaper in Germany?

What was censorship?
	Where were the Olympics held in 1936?

How did the Nazis adjust their propaganda messages during the Olympics?


Why?
	How did the Nazis control

art?

cinema?

literature?

architecture?
	Provide evidence that

Germans supported the Nazi regime
1

2

3

Germans opposed the Nazi regime

1

2

3
	How did these oppose the Nazis?

Niemoller and Confessional Church


Swing Youth


Edelweiss Pirates
	What were three Nazi policies towards women?
	What does the term ‘Aryan’ mean?


What was the “Thousand Year Reich”?

What were the 3Ks?

1

2

3
	What were Nazi aims for 

Boys?

Girls?


Name groups that:

Boys would join


Girls would join

	What happened to membership of the Hitler Youth, 1933-39?


What was introduced in 1936?


How did the Nazis control education?

1

2
	Give examples of Nazi economic policies to reduce unemployment, 1933-9
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	What was:

the Labour Front?



Strength through Joy?



Beauty of Labour
	Give Nazi policies towards minority groups

1
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	What three elements do you discuss in source usefulness questions (in the right order)?

Learn: what you learn from the source (in relation to the question)
Context: how does your knowledge support/disagree with what is in the source?
Provenance: where has the source come from?
	How did WWI negatively impact on Germany?

1 debt increased from 50bn marks to 150bn marks

2 starvation was fairly common in 1919 and many died

3 it led to many revolts and the Kaiser abdicating due to a lack of support from the military and German people

	Why did the Kaiser abdicate in 1919?

Lack of support from the people and military

Name three revolts against the Weimar government:

1 Spartacist revolt

2 Kapp putsch

3 Munich putsch
	Weimar constitution

Strengths
1 democratic – men and women could vote, all over 21 could vote
2 proportional representation – even small parties received seats

Weaknesses
1 coalition governments often fell apart
2 lack of single-party governments made it hard to rule in a crisis
	Three terms of the Treaty of Versailles

1 £6.6 billion reparations payments

2 German army reduced to 100,000 soldiers

3 land and colonies taken away (land: Rhineland, Saar)
	Why did these groups revolt

the Freikorps?
They joined the Kapp putsch because they feared unemployment
the Spartacists?
A communist revolution to create a German communist government like the USSR
the Kapp putschists?
A right wing protest against the Weimar government’s running of Germany

	Three reasons why the Weimar government was unpopular, 1919-23

1 they had signed the Versailles Treaty

2 hyperinflation had caused money to devalue

3 the French had invaded the Ruhr to force Germany to continue paying reparations (which they couldn’t afford to do by 1923)
	Who were labelled the ‘November criminals’?
The Weimar government

Why?
For signing the Versailles treaty in June 1919, placing Germany under extreme pressure (even though they had little choice but to sign)

What was the ‘Stab in the Back’ theory?
The concept that Germany’s soldiers had been betrayed by the government’s decision to call for an armistice in 1918
	Why did these pose a threat to the Weimar government, 1923?

hyperinflation
threatened the stability of the German economy
French invasion of the Ruhr
The lack of German payment of reparations became an issue, the French were detested for the invasion.
Munich Putsch
Demonstrated that extremist groups were looking to get rid of the government (coup d’etat)
	Provide examples of how Weimar recovered economically, 1924-29

1 Rentenmark – new currency which ended hyperinflation
2 Dawes Plan, 1924 – brought American loans ($25bn) and reduced reparations
3 Young Plan, 1929 – reduced reparations further and gave Germany until 1988 to pay

	Provide examples of how Weimar recovered culturally (art, cinema), 1924-29

1 art: expressionism which expressed criticisms of society (free speech)

2 cinema: German films were very creative (Metropolis)

3 architecture: the Bauhaus movement was new, modern and futuristic-looking
	Who led German economic recovery, 1924-29?
Gustav Stresemann 
What was the new currency called?
Rentenmark
Which loans were provided to Germany?
Dawes Plan loans
What was the negative aspect to the loans?
German recovery became dependent on America, if the American economy crashed, so too would Germany…
	Provide examples of agreements signed with other countries, 1924-29

1 Locarno pact, 1925 – Germany agreed to respect the borders of surrounding countries
2 Kellogg-Briand Pact, 1928 – signed by Germany promising to not go to war
3 Germany rejoined the League of Nations, 1926 – showing co-operation with other counties
	Three ways life improved for ordinary Germans, 1924-29

1 unemployment reduced from 2 m to 1.3 million

2 housing was improved and more home built (10,000 in Berlin)

3 pensions for the elderly, unemployment benefit to support workers without jobs


	How did life for women improve in Weimar Germany?

- Allowed to vote in Reichstag elections
- 10% of Reichstag deputies were women
- Had jobs in teaching, medical, legal professions
- cultural freedoms after traditional pre-WWI days
	What did Hitler win during WWI?
Iron Cross
What was his job after WWI?
To spy on local political parties in Munich on behalf of the army
Which political party did he join?
DAP – German Workers’ Party
How long did it take Hitler to take control of that party?
Within two years
	Why did Hitler personally appeal to many Germans?

1 he warned of the dangers of communism, which gained support from the middle classes
2 he was a powerful orator that persuaded many Germans that he understood their problems
3 he targeted working class Germans by claiming their lives had been destroyed by the Versailles treaty
	What is the other name for the Nazi Party?
NSDAP
What did it mean?
National Socialist German Workers’ Party
Name points in the Nazi 25 Point Party Programme
1 restoration of the death penalty
2 land and colonies taken by Versailles to be restored
3 immigration stopped
4 freedom of religion, apart from Judaism, which was claimed to be a ‘threat’
	What were the roles of the SA, 1921-33?

Helped Hitler keep control of the Nazi Party

Used by Hitler to control crowds at Nazi Party gatherings

Would be sent to disrupt and break up opposition political party meetings (such as communists) 
	Consequences of the Munich Putsch?

1 Hitler imprisoned, Nazi Party became temporarily leaderless

2 forced Hitler to use persuasion and elections, rather than force

3 Nazis banned from elections, 1924-28 and Hitler banned from public speaking, harming Nazi appeal

	Why was support for the Nazis low, 1924-8?
1 Hitler had been banned from publicly speaking
2 Nazis were banned from Reichstag elections
3 Germany had experienced economic improvements

What was the Bamberg Conference?
Attempted to heal the Nazi Party which was split, reestablished Hitler’s place as leader of the party
	How did Hitler reorganise the NSDAP after release from prison?
1 Gauleiters were created to run the Nazi Party across Germany
2 the SS were introduced as Hitler’s bodyguards
What was Hitler’s book called?
Mein Kampf
Two of Hitler’s beliefs in it:
1 an Aryan race would rule the world
2 Jews were planning to take over Germany
	How high was unemployment by 1932?
6.1 million
What was Bruning’s nickname?
the ‘Hunger Chancellor’
What were Bruning’s disastrous policies for combatting unemployment?
Raising taxes and reducing spending – neither of which lead to economic growth…
	Why did support for the Nazis improve, 1928-33?

1 Great Depression caused Germans to lose value on their savings
2 Unemployment reached 6.1 million
3 Hitler promised workers jobs and criticised the Hunger Chancellor’s response to unemployment
Why did the Communist Party (KPD) see increasing support?
1 growing unemployment
2 wages fell for workers
	What was the ‘Backstairs Intrigue’?
The secret negotiations between Hitler, von Papen and Hindenburg resulting in Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor.

How did it help Hitler come to power?
Hindenburg had been persuaded to appoint Hitler Chancellor when he was, initially, reluctant.

How did the Great Depression help the Nazis?
6.1 million unemployed Germans were a target of Nazi propaganda messages.
	Events that saw the Nazis consolidate power, 1933

1 Reichstag Fire, used by Hitler to remove communists from the Reichstag
2 passing of the Enabling Act, passing new laws
3 banning of all other political parties
4 banning Trade Unions, to prevent opposition in the workplace

	Events that saw the Nazis consolidate power, 1934

1 army oath of allegiance to Hitler

2  Night of the Long Knives

3  death of President Hindenburg

4 Hitler becomes Fuhrer

	Why did the SA want a ‘second revolution’?
They believed the working classes had not yet benefitted from Hitler’s coming to power and should have.

Who led the SA?
Ernst Rohm

What was the ‘Night of the Long Knives’?
The murder of leading members of the SA, including Rohm along with other political opponents such as von Schleicher and Strasser.
	Whose death allowed Hitler to become Fuhrer?
President Hindenburg

Which two posts/jobs did Hitler now combine?
Chancellor and President

What was the Volksgerichtshof?
The People’s Court, where 5,000 people were arrested and tried for being enemies of Nazism. 90% of these were executed.
	What was the army oath of allegiance?
All army soldiers had to pledge their support and loyalty to Hitler.

Why did Hitler force soldiers to swear it?
To prevent rebellion from the army, guaranteeing their loyalty, to ensure the did not oppose or try to remove Hitler as leader.

	How did Hitler use these to terrorise Germans?

Concentration camps: Sending opponents of Nazism there – 150,000 by 1939
SS: controlled Germany’s police and security forces
SD: spied on opponents of Nazis
Gestapo: Secret police. Arrested those who voiced opposition to Nazism.
	Name Nazi policies towards religion:
1 Reich church – a Protestant/Christian church which was supported/allowed by the Nazis
2 Concordat – agreement with Rome, Nazism would not interfere with Catholicism
3 Nazification of churches – swastikas and Mein Kampf
	Who was Goebbels?
Minister for Propaganda
What was the Ministry of Propaganda?
Coordinated Nazi messages across media
What was the name of the only newspaper in Germany?
Volkischer Beobachter
What was censorship?
Eliminating and silencing all non-Nazi views/opinions.
	Where were the Olympics held in 1936?
Berlin
How did the Nazis adjust their propaganda messages during the Olympics?
They reduced their anti-Semitic/Jewish propaganda

Why?
To appear a ‘friendlier’ and less hostile nation to the other nations that visited Germany.
	How did the Nazis control

art? Art had to show Germany in a positive light
cinema? Censorship of films if they did not show Nazi ideals
literature? Books had to have approval from Chamber of Culture, or were banned
architecture? Designed by Speer, designed powerful looking buildings based on ancient architecture
	Provide evidence that

Germans supported the Nazi regime
1 public conformity – salutes (‘Heil Hitler’)
2 large gatherings/rallies appeared to show support for Nazism
3 opposition was limited

Germans opposed the Nazi regime
1 Edelweiss Pirates
2 Confessional Church
3 Membership of Hitler Youth had to be made compulsory
	How did these oppose the Nazis?

Niemoller and Confessional Church: set up outside of Nazi control, leaders sent to concentration camps
Swing Youth: listened to swing/jazz music which Hitler had banned
Edelweiss Pirates: adopted US customs like long hair to show defiance of Hitler
	What were three Nazi policies towards women?

Women were encouraged to play domestic roles – wives and mothers, caring for their children and husbands. They were to not wear make up and have many children that would one day ‘serve the Fuhrer’
	What does the term ‘Aryan’ mean?
Hitler’s ‘ideal race’ of Germans – blonde hair, blue-eyed
What was the “Thousand Year Reich”?
The concept that Nazi Germany would last for 1,000 years and be dominated by Aryans
What were the 3Ks?

1 Children (have many children)
2 Kitchen (cook for their families)
3 Church (women were expected to be religious)
	What were Nazi aims for 

Boys?
Prepare boys for a life of work and service to Germany as a soldier
Girls?
Prepare girls for a life of cooking, raising children to be the next generation of Nazis.

Name groups that:

Boys would join
Hitler Youth/Hitler Jugend
Girls would join
League of German Maidens

	What happened to membership of the Hitler Youth, 1933-39?
Increased

What was introduced in 1936?
Compulsory membership of the Hitler Youth.
How did the Nazis control education?

1 Nazi control of teachers – teachers swore an oath of loyalty to Hitler
2 Nazification of education – lessons had Hitler salutes, posters and flags in rooms
	Give examples of Nazi economic policies to reduce unemployment, 1933-9

1 Labour Service (RAD) – all men to work for at least six months, building autobahns
2 Rearmament – providing increases in soldiers in defiance of the Versailles Treaty
3 Invisible unemployment – taking women and Jews out of jobs, replaced with men
	What was:

the Labour Front?
Replaced the trade unions – gave some rights, but took away right to complain at work about conditions.
Strength through Joy?
Provided leisure activities for workers, and gave them holidays, cruises.
Beauty of Labour
Better conditions at work – lighting, showers, canteens
	Give Nazi policies towards minority groups

1 the ordered boycott of Jewish businesses, 1933

2 the Nuremberg Laws which meant Jews were no longer, or legally, Germans 1935

3 Kristallnacht, the attack on synagogues, 1938
	
	
	
	
	
	




